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REVIEW. 



Notes and Beeords of (he Ancient Religious Foundations at Youghal, Co. Cork, and its Vicinity. — By 
the Bev> Samuel Hayman, B.A. Youghal, J. Lindsay, 1854.— pp. 60. 8vo. 

In Archaeology, as in every other branoh of industry, the most valuable resulto are reached by 
means of the division of labour: and students who with patience and ability devote themselves to the 
ilustration of particular localities, and even of particular classes of antiquities which may be found in 
those localities, are deserving of all honour and encouragement ; because it is mainly to the labours 
of such inquirers that we owe our knowledge of every thing that is hnown about antiquities. Mr. 
Hayman has done wisely in oonfinirig his attention, for the present, to one district, and to one de- 
scription of topics ; and, he has produced a little work of no great pretensions, but of much research 
and permament value. 

i The neighbourhood of Youghal is deeply interesting to the historian of the Irish church, seeing 
that it was the spot fixed upon by Deolan, (one of the forerunners of St. Patrick), as the scene of 
his missionary labours. Here Ardmore is situated, where for years he preached the Gospel to the 
Pagan Irish. — Existing monuments — an Oratory — a Cathedral Chwch — a Well or Baptistery, still 
bear his hallowed name. A monastery too once existed at Ardmore, which claimed Deolan as its 
founder : and Mr. Hayman has not only given well-executed wood engravings of the most interesting 
of these remains, but has carefully collected together all the historical notices which throw any light 
on their former condition. We think that he is mistaken in viewing the Synod of Cashel in A.D. 
448, as a historical reality, and in supposing that at Ardmore an episcopal see was established by 
Declan, though, as he admits, "the names of his successors are nearly all lost." Such no doubt is 
the opinion of the majority of church historians; but, for our parts, we incline strongly to the 
theory advanced by Dr. Beeves, in his Ecclesiastical Antiquities, that in those early days the epis- 
copate was a personal, sot a local dignity, and that the establishment of sees was of a much more re- 
cent date. Bat these are matters of disquisition on which learned men will come to different con- 
clusions ; and, we am bound to say that Mr. Hayman has displayed learning, ability, and diligence, 
which entitle his judgment to the greatest weight. We copy his description of die Bound Tower of 
Ardmore ; regretting that we cannot lay before our readers the engraving by which it is illustrated*. 

" The Chig-theach of Ardmore, owing to its beauty and fine preserratlon, is one of the best known structures of its 
kind in Ireland. It is built of a bard sand-stone chiselled to the curve, and brought from the mountains of Slieve- 
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grian, about four miles distant. The Tower is about 16 feet in diameter at the base, whence it gradually tapers to 
the apex, 97 feet above the surface of the ground, and terminates in a conical roof now half thrown-over by injuries 
from lightning. Four string-courses divide the exterior into five stories. The entrance is in the East side, at tho 
distance of 13 feet from the ground. It is circular-headed, and tapers from 1 foot 11 inches at springing, of the arch 
to 2 feet 7 inches at base. The full height of this fine doorway is 6 feet 9 inohes. Around the outer edges is cut a 
bold Norman bead : and inside are bar-holes, two at eaoh side of the entrance, for securing the door. Access to the 
interior is now rendered easy, by means of the ladders and floors provided by Mr. Odeli, the lord of the soil. The 
lower stories are lighted by splaying spike-holes, some square, some with circular heads ; and as the viator ascends, 
ho meets grotesque corbels at intervals, staring at him from the conoave -walls. The highest story has four tapered 
windows, facing the oardinal points. Each of these presents on the exterior a triangular arch, and on the interior a 
trefoil head. In height, they are respectively 3 feet 9 inches. The stone lintels remain over the opes, where the 
beam for the Bell rested, which Tradition says was of bo deep and powerful tone, that it was heard at Glam-mar, or 
The Great Glen, 8 miles distant. The apex of the roof was once surmounted by a Cross of stone ; but this was some 
years since shot down by a person firing at birds. 

" Excavations were made, in the year 1841, within the base of this Tower, under the superintendence of Messrs. 
Odkll, Windelb Hackett and Abbix, and led to the discovery of two imperfect human skeletons at a considerable 
depth of earth. This ciroumstanoa induced some to think that the interments took place at a period subsequent to 
the erection of the Tower, and was advanced as an argument for the Pagan origin of these structures. But there 
was no little misconoeption here. Instead of having been interred, with care, within the basement of the Tower, 
these human remains had been interfered with at the time of its erection. A foundation-stone occupied the place 
of one of the crania, and the skeleton evidently had been decapitated and otherwise injured by the workmen who 
out the circular trench for the foundations of the Tower. We have no hesitation in assigning this noble structure 
to the ninth or tenth century, AD. ; for the mouldings of the doorway, the grotesque oorbel heads in the interior, 
and the square trefoil-heads of the windows of the upper story, all belong to this poriod. And, perhaps, we may 
find the reason for the erection of the Gloig-iheach at this time, in the unsettled state of the country owing to the 
predatory landings of the Duhh-Gails, Fin-Galh, and other sea-rovers."— p. 9. 

Mr. Hayman next describes the ancient church of Teampul Deisceart, the Abbey of Malaria, and 
the Shcmavine Monastery at Kilcorau, (hitherto unnoticed by ecclesiastical antiquaries), all of which 
are in the immediate neighbourhood ; but he devotes his principal labour to the illustration of the 
celebrated structure which attracts the attention of all who have visited that locality, the Collegiate 
Ckwrch of St. Mary, in the town of Youghal. He also treats with due respect the other ecclesias- 
tical establishments of that ancient borough : which included a Preeeptory of the Knights Templars, 
a Nunnery or Chapel of St. Anne, (whose inmates were bound by their foundation to maintain a 
Light-tower at the entrance of the harbour) ; a Franciscan Friary, founded by the Geraldines soon 
after the Conquest : — a Dominican Convent, founded by the same family, a few years later ; — a 
M onastery of Benedictines, commonly called St. John's House, hitherto unnoticed, though situated 
in the very heart of the town ; and lastly, the College of St. Mary, Youghal, one of the richest in- 
stitutions at that time in Ireland. The houses, lands and hereditaments, were, in troublesome 
times, and perhaps not altogether with the free-will of its Warden and Fellows, devised to Sir Walter 
Raleigh. He occupied its principal mansion as his dwelling-house for some years ; in its gardens he 
is said to have planted the first potatoes that ever grew in Ireland ; and, in its halls he is recorded to 
have enjoyed the society of Spenser, as his frequent and ever-welcome guest. On the attainder of 
Raleigh the property of the college passed into the hands of the celebrated Richard Boyle, first Earl 
of Cork ; by his descendants it was alienated to the family of Giles ; and, from them it was purchased 
in 1811, by the present Duke of Devonshire. We must add that Mr. Hayman altogether miscon- 
ceives the design of this College, when he speaks of it as an " Educational Institution." It was a 
college, not in the modern but in the ancient sense of the word : not a seminary of learning, but a 
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society of colleagues, who were jointly engaged in the ministry of the Church of St Mary at Youghal, 
enjoying its emoluments and performing its duties in common. 

We have perused this little work with no ordinary gratification ; and can cordially recommend it 
to the notice of all students of our ecclesiastical antiquities. In addition to the literary merit which 
it displays, the engraved illustrations, which are numerous and well-executed, aid as well as interest 
the reader. 



ANTIQUAEIAN NOTES AND QtJEEIES. 



Woivks in Ireland. — The following order 
copied from the Commonwealth Records, shows 
that wolves were troublesome in Ireland as late 
as the year 1659. C. Archbold. 

Capt. Torolins to take ~\ Whereas some 

WbhS telbrXttfro^reenhllL [ monyhathbeen 
a. d. to Mr. Hunt. ) issued upon Ao- 

compt to Coll. Daniell Abbott and others for 
providing of Toyles for taking of Wolves, which 
have been brought over for publique use, and 
understanding that part thereof is at present at 
fireenhill near Kilcnllen, Ordered that Captn. 
Tomlins, Comptroller of y» Trayne do forthwith 
take care that ye s& Toyles and other materials 
thereto belonging bee brought from Greenbill or 
any other place, and layd in the publique stores, 
and there kept untill further directions shall be 
given concerning ye same. 

Dated at Dublin, 29 Augt. 1659. 

Thos. Herbert, Secretary. 

Travelling 70 Years Since.— " A gentleman 
intends setting off for London, by way of Port- 
patrick, the beginning of next week, and would 
be glad of a partner in a chaise. Enquire at the 
Printers hereof."' — From the Belfast Newt' 
Letter, January, 1785. 

About twenty years since a person from the 
county Tyrone, named John Eussell, was em- 
ployed here as a farm-labourer. This person re- 
peatedly affirmed that the last wolf seen in Ire- 



land was killed at a place oalled Glenelly, by a 
mare in defence of her foal I He oould not r how- 
over, give the date. This fact might lead-to an 
answer to the inquiry of your correspondent, 
Senex. J. Bell, Prospect, Ballymoney. 

The Antiquity of Letters m lREi^m-*8ome 
short time since there went the round of the pub- 
lic journals an extract from " Notes and Que- 
ries," referring to a work recently published at 
Leipsick, purporting to be "The Cosmography" 
of a certain " BEcas," a Pythagorean philosopher 
of the second century, and said to contain evi- 
dence of the antiquity of letters in Ireland. I 
ordered the work at once through Mr. Marcus 
of Oxford-street. ' ' 

The name of the original writer is not " Hi- 
cas," hut " Aethicus," so that " Hicas" can only 
have been a misprint occasioned by the illegible 
scrawl of some editor. The work bears the fol- 
lowing title: " Cosmographiam Aethioi Istrii 
ab Hieronymo, ex Graeco in Latinum Breviarium 
redactam, secundum codicem Lipsiensem separa- 
te libello expressam, primum editit. Henricus 
Wuttke. Lipsia;, 1854." There is no Greek 
text of the " Cosmography," and the Latin version 
appears to be, not a translation, but a hasty run- 
ning summary of the original Greek, by Hiero- 
nymus, or Jerome, who is described as a " pres- 
byter" or priest. It is very meagre and general • 
the reader will in vain look for one of those facts 



